In this note we outline a connection between the generalized cohomology theories of unoriented cobordism and (weakly-) complex cobordism and the theory of formal commutative groups of one variable [4], [5] . This connection allows us to apply Carrier's theory of typical group laws to obtain an explicit decomposition of complex cobordism theory localized at a prime p into a sum of Brown-Peterson cohomology theories [l] and to determine the algebra of cohomology operations in the latter theory.
Formal group laws. If R is a commutative ring with unit, then by a formal (commutative) group law over R one means a power series F(X, Y) with coefficients in R such that (i) F(X,0) = F(0,X)=X, (ii) F(F(X, F), Z) = F(X, F(Y, Z)), (iii) F(X, Y) = F(Y,X).
We let I(X) be the "inverse" series satisfying F(X, I(X)) = 0 and let oe(X) = dX/F 2 (X, 0) be the normalized invariant differential form, where the subscript 2 denotes differentiation with respect to the second variable. Over R®Q, there is a unique power series l(X) with leading term X such that (1) KF(X, F)) =/(*) +/(F).
The series l(X) is called the logarithm of F and is determined by the equations

V(X)dX -co(X),
( 1(0) = 0.
2. The formal group law of complex cobordism theory. By complex cobordism theory Q*(X) we mean the generalized cohomology theory associated to the spectrum MU. If £ is a complex vector bundle of dimension n over a space X, we let c?(£)£Q 2f (X), l^i^n be the Chern classes of E in the sense of Conner-Floyd [3] . Since Ö*(CP"XCP")=Ö*(£/)[[x,^ and 0(1) is the canonical line bundle on CP 00 , there is a unique power series F*(X, Y) = I>*zX*F' with a kl G^2-u 
for any two complex line bundles with the same base. The power series P° is a formal group law over Q ev (pt The hardest part of this theorem is to define the residue; we specialize to dimension one an unpublished definition of Cartier, which has also been used in a related form by Tate [7] .
Applying the theorem to the map ƒ : CP n -*pt, we find that the coefficient of X n dX in co(X) is P n , the cobordism class of CP n in Q~2 n (pt). From (2) we obtain the COROLLARY (MYSHENKO [6] We can also give a description of the unoriented cobordism ring using formal group laws. Let rj*(X) be the unoriented cobordism ring of a space X, that is, its generalized cohomology with values in the spectrum MO. There is a theory of Chern (usually called Whitney) classes for real vector bundles with Ci(E)^rj i (X). The first Chern class of a tensor product of line bundles gives rise to a formal group law F* over the commutative ring rj*(pi). Since the square of a real line bundle is trivial, we have the identity (6) F*(X, X) = 0. THEOREM [2] ). Let F be a formal group law over R. Call a power series f (X) with coefficients in R and without constant term a curve in the formal group defined by the law. The set of curves forms an abelian group with addition (ƒ + where the f» are the nth roots of 1. The set of curves is filtered by the order of a power series and is separated and complete for the filtration. If R is an algebra over Z (p) , the integers localized at the prime p, then a curve is said to be typical if F q f = 0 for any prime q9^p. If R is torsion-free then it is the same to require that the series l(J(X)) over R®Q has only terms of degree a power of p, where / is the logarithm of F. The group law F is said to be a typical law if the curve jo(X) = X is typical. There is a canonical change of coordinates rendering a given law typical. Indeed let CF be the curve (7) C, = E ^-VnFnJo It is also possible to apply typical curves to unoriented cobordism theory where the prime involved is p = 2. One defines similarly an idempotent operator | whose image now is H*(X, Z/2Z) ; there is also a canonical ring isomorphism v *(pt) ® H*(X, Z/2Z) ~ <n*(X) analogous to (9). This theorem gives a complete description of the algebra of operations in £2T*. The situation is similar to that for £2* except the set of Z( P )-linear combinations of the rds is not closed under composition. 
The group law F* over r]*(pt) is a universal formal (commutative) group law over a ring of characteristic two satisfying (6).
Typical group laws (after Cartier
